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friends whose houses were getting bro-
ken into. This crime spree became per-
sonal for everybody, and everybody
started to work together—with Chief
Doll in the lead to solve it. Again, word
got around. All of it—training, empow-
ering police officers, working with the
Feds, community engagement—started
to work.

We still have challenges, no doubt, in
Anchorage, but since the time Justin
Doll started, homicides have gone down
almost 50 percent. The rates of prop-
erty crimes and other violent crimes
have also come down. That is a win.
Mostly, it is a win for the people of
Alaska, for the people of Anchorage. So
Justin is leaving the department a win-
ner, and he is also leaving the depart-
ment with good memories. That was
important to him.

There are challenges, and he recog-
nizes those. Burnout, he said, is a prob-
lem, particularly these days. He didn’t
want to get that, and he hopes his fel-
low officers don’t get that. According
to Justin—he said: “The world’s a lit-
tle insane right now when it comes to
law enforcement,” and he sees for him-
self what that does to the morale of his
officers. He has experienced how dis-
heartening it is to have the whole
force, not just in Alaska but across the
country—these are hundreds of thou-
sands of good police officers across our
Nation who have very, very stressful
jobs—being disparaged because of the
horrific actions of a few.

Across the Nation, he said:

We have completely lost sight of the fact
that there are so many people doing a good
job keeping communities safe every day.
These are people who really want to do a
good job and take care of the people and citi-
zens around them.

We should remember that, especially
during this week, National Police
Week, when we remember the sac-
rifices of so many of our frontline he-
roes.

Justin and Monique, his wife, will be
leaving the force permanently in June.
The current acting chief is Kenneth
McCoy—also a very impressive officer.
We are all rooting for Chief McCoy. Of
course, we are rooting for Justin and
his future endeavors. As we are for all
of our police officers across the coun-
try, we are thankful for Chief Doll’s
service—fulfilling his sacred duty—for
keeping us safe, and for keeping our
communities whole.

So, Justin, one more time, congratu-
lations on a great job. Congratulations
on being our Alaskan of the Week.

Semper Fi.

ENERGY

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I
would like you to hear a quote: ‘“You
know, if you drive an electric car, this
would not be affecting you, clearly.”
That was from our Secretary of En-
ergy, Jennifer Granholm, yesterday, as
she told reporters all about the cyber
attacks on the Colonial Pipeline and
the ensuing gas shortages and price
spikes.

Think about that, America.
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Of course, the media just let her go.
They didn’t ask her if she knew that,
just as meat doesn’t come from a gro-
cery store, energy just doesn’t come
from a wall. It doesn’t just appear like
magic when you plug into it. It comes
from many sources, including from
natural gas, including from oil.

The media didn’t ask about natural
gas—yes, and oil—needing pipelines.

The media didn’t ask her if she knew
that all energy, including alternative
energy, requires transmission lines—
lines that are also subject to being at-
tacked like the Colonial Pipeline.

They didn’t ask her if she knew that
the cost of an electric car, the average
price, is more than $55,000. Maybe that
is a bargain for her, but for the people
the Biden administration is putting
out of work in the energy sector, that
is a huge pricetag.

The media certainly didn’t ask the
Secretary of Energy how this cavalier,
condescending attitude, once again,
about our energy sector—one of our
country’s huge strengths that employs
hundreds of thousands of hard-working
Americans—is received by the average
American who is being hurt right now.

There are so many questions that
were not asked, so many questions that
aren’t being asked about the Colonial
Pipeline issue, and so many that con-
tinue to not be answered by the admin-
istration when it comes to this specific
situation and how this administra-
tion’s energy policies threaten to make
this short-term disruption of our en-
ergy supplies into a long-term reality
across the country.

The cyber attack on the Colonial
Pipeline is a warning for America not
just from a cyber security standpoint
but from a broader energy perspective
standpoint.

I participated yesterday in the brief-
ing of U.S. Senators by the Secretaries
of Energy, Transportation, and Home-
land Security on this cyber attack that
is creating disruptions in energy sup-
plies across the country, particularly
on the east coast. Here is the advice I
gave these members of the Biden ad-
ministration: Respectfully, I said that
I fear that this is going to be common-
place, this kind of disruption—and not
just from a cyber standpoint—if we
don’t change the Biden administra-
tion’s energy policies for America.

What was I talking about? They are
restricting the production of American
energy. That is one of the great com-
parative advantages of our country—
that of producing more in oil, more
natural gas, and more renewables than
any other country in the world. They
are restricting the production of oil
and gas.

You have senior administration offi-
cials going to Wall Street saying: Don’t
invest in energy companies. You have
Federal Agencies that are either kill-
ing pipelines or slow-rolling pipelines.
None of this is good for the country.

So here is the advice I gave them.
Pipelines are good. We need them, as
this Colonial Pipeline shutdown cer-
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tainly demonstrates. Importing more
oil from our adversaries like Russia is
bad, but, by the way, that is what is
happening with the Biden policies. So
we need a change.

We have plenty of oil and gas for
Americans. We should produce it, as we
do, with the highest environmental
standards for the benefit of our own
citizens and not restrict it or, this
issue, this kind of disruption is going
to be much more commonplace in our
country.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KAINE). The Senator from Wisconsin is
recognized.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nomination: Cal-

endar No. 116, Jewel Hairston
Bronaugh, to be Deputy Secretary of
Agriculture.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Jewel Hairston
Bronaugh, of Virginia, to be Deputy
Secretary of Agriculture.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the nomination.

Ms. BALDWIN. I know of no further
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is,
Will the Senate advise and consent to
the Bronaugh nomination?

The nomination was confirmed.

Ms. BALDWIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that no further motions be in
order to the nomination; that any
statements related to the nomination
be printed in the Record; and that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

—————

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER
S. RES. 27

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to print the fol-
lowing letter in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

To the Secretary of the Senate:

PN79-2, the nomination of Kristen M.
Clarke, of the District of Columbia, to be an
Assistant Attorney General, having been re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary,
the Committee, with a quorum present, has
voted on the nomination as follows—

(1) on the question of reporting the nomi-
nation favorably with the recommendation
that the nomination be confirmed, 11 ayes to
11 noes.

In accordance with section 3, paragraph
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I
hereby give notice that the Committee has
not reported the nomination because of a tie
vote, and ask that this notice be printed in
the RECORD pursuant to the resolution.

| CORRECTION |

———

NOMINATION OF CHIQUITA
BROOKS-LASURE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr President, it is
generally my policy to defer to a Presi-
dent and to allow them to choose their
Cabinet, provided the nominees are
qualified and will follow the law. Even
though I may have disagreed with
President Biden’s nominees ideologi-
cally, I have voted for many of his
nominees. This includes Ms. Andrea
Palm for Deputy Secretary at the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices. Unlike many Senators who voted
against virtually all of President
Trump’s nominees, it is my philosophy
that a President should be able to se-
lect those whom he wants to serve in
his administration, provided that they
are qualified and meet the most basic
of tests.

President Biden has nominated Ms.
Chiquita Brooks-LaSure to be Adminis-
trator for the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, CMS. I have met
with the nominee and appreciate her
commitment to our shared priorities,
including lowering prescription drug
costs in a bipartisan manner and main-
taining essential medical services for
rural Americans. I also remain com-
mitted to oversight of the executive
branch, including CMS, to uphold our
system of checks and balances. If Ms.
Brooks-LaSure is confirmed, I look for-
ward to working with her on these
shared priorities and others as a senior
member of the Committee on Finance.
Ms. Brooks-LaSure has decades of
health care experience, including at
the Office of Management and Budget,
on the House of Representative’s Ways
and Means Committee, at the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,
and in the private sector. Ms. Brooks-
LaSure is qualified to serve as Admin-
istrator of CMS, and I personally do
not have concerns about her nomina-
tion despite ideological differences.
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However, I opposed Ms. Brooks-
LaSure’s confirmation out of the Com-
mittee on Finance at the request of
Senator JOHN CORNYN of Texas. On
April 22, 2021, the Finance Committee
voted 14 to 14 on Ms. Brooks-LaSure’s
nomination, with all Republican com-
mittee members opposing moving the
nomination forward. This effort was to
give Senator CORNYN time to work
with the Biden administration to ad-
dress concerns about the CMS recent
revoking of their section 1115 Medicaid
waiver. I have opposed advancing other
nominees of both parties in the past as
part of my oversight responsibilities
since it is one of the few tools we have
in the Senate to extract answers from
the executive branch. The Biden ad-
ministration took an unprecedented
action to revoke without consultation
the State’s Medicaid waiver. By sup-
porting Senator CORNYN’s effort, I was
hopeful the Biden administration could
adequately address Texas’s concerns.
To date, there has not been progress
made; therefore, I again opposed ad-
vancing this nomination, not with an
intent to permanently block her con-
firmation, but as an exercise of
Congress’s check on the executive
branch in hopes that it will engage
with Senator CORNYN in good faith to
resolve this matter that is so impor-
tant to his home State.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, it
is a solemn honor to recognize Na-
tional Police Week. Each year, we dedi-
cate this week to express our admira-
tion and gratitude to all of the law en-
forcement officers working to keep us
safe. We also take this time to remem-
ber those who have paid the ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty over the
past year.

Law enforcement officers face many
challenges in their mission to protect
and serve. I greatly admire members of
the law enforcement community who
remain steadfast amidst the dangers of
their noble profession.

To all the law enforcement officers
across the State of Mississippi, I want
to say to you that I am in Washington,
DC, as your Senator to support you and
to work to ensure you have what you
need to do your job. You are truly our
hometown heroes. You are the thin
blue line keeping our families and our
communities safe.

The loss of any officer deeply affects
entire communities beyond their own
department, and the ramifications for
their family and friends are heart-
breaking.

This Police Week, we honor and
mourn three heroes from Mississippi,
officers who died in the line of duty
last year.

Monroe County Deputy Sheriff Dylan
Scott Pickle, 24, died on July 26, 2020,
while on duty after a vehicle struck
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him during a safety checkpoint oper-
ation. Dylan, a decorated veteran
awarded three medals for his heroism
in Syria, knew at an early age that he
wanted to serve his community and his
country. An Amory native and an
Itawamba Community College grad-
uate, Deputy Pickle’s life of service
was cut short soon after earning a pro-
motion within the sheriff’s depart-
ment. He leaves behind his mother, a
sister, a brother, and stepsister.

Simpson County Sheriff Deputy
James Harold Blair lost his life on July
12, 2020, after a subject he was trans-
porting fatally wounded him. This 77-
year-old grandfather served in law en-
forcement honorably for more than 50
years in Simpson County, Lincoln
County, Pike County, and Louisiana.
He even worked as a crossing guard for
his grandchildren’s school. Deputy
Sheriff Blair leaves behind a large
grieving family, including his wife, 3
sons, 4 daughters, 17 grandchildren, and
48 great-grandchildren.

Correctional Officer Marshall Lee
“Bem” London, Jr., 66, of the Lincoln
County Sheriff’s Office, passed away
May 18, 2020. A 16-year veteran of the
sheriff’s office, Bem is among the trag-
ic number of law enforcement officers
who succumbed to COVID-19 last year
while serving the public. A dedicated
family man, Deputy London is survived
by his children and grandchildren.

As a lasting tribute, the names of
these three brave officers will be added
this year to the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial in Washington,
DC.

In addition to these recent losses, the
National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial will now also bear the names
of three DeSoto County sheriff’s depu-
ties who died in the line of duty 123
years ago. Deputy Sheriffs Henry R.
Campbell, William C. Cooper, and Car-
ter I. Jones lost their lives on May 18,
1898, while attempting to arrest a fa-
ther and son wanted for four murders.
Even after more than a century, we
still remember loss and honor their
service.

Then and now, our law enforcement
offices face tremendous dangers as they
work to ensure the public safety and
enforce the law. Today, all officers
must deal with unprecedented chal-
lenges, pressures, and scrutiny. Sup-
porting our law enforcement ought to
be uncontroversial. Unfortunately,
that is not always the case.

As we mark National Police Week,
let us embrace the memories of these
fallen officers as a cause to redouble
our commitment to supporting law en-
forcement. I assure you that I will con-
tinue to be an advocate for law enforce-
ment professionals and do my very best
to honor the legacy of all those lost in
the line of duty.

To the families of Deputy Pickle,
Deputy Blair, and Officer London, I
know you have faced enormous loss. I
want you to know that you are contin-
ually in our prayers.
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